
 
 
 

William Speer Kuhn III Summer Internship Fund at SAIS 
 

List of recipients 
 

 
Ms. Alexis Martin-Ruehle – Washington 1998 

 
INTERNSHIP: Internews - Almaty, Astana (Kazakhstan)  
 
CURRENT OCCUPATION: Associate Editor at JO Publishing, Dubai (UAE) 
 

Mr. Adnan Kifayat – Washington 1999 
 
INTERNSHIP: Cargill Corporation, Ashkhabad (Turkmenistan) 
 
CURRENT OCCUPATION: Senior Fellow, The German Marshall Fund of the United 
States, Washington D.C. 
 

Ms. Janet Kilian – Washington 2000 
 
INTERNSHIP: FINCA Azerbaijan, Baku (Azerbaijan) 
 
CURRENT OCCUPATION: Economic Officer, U.S. Department of State, Washington 
D.C. 

 
Mr. Dastan Bekzakir – Washington 2002 

 
INTERNSHIP: Funds were used to support this Bolashak Presidential Scholar at SAIS for 
two years 
 
CURRENT OCCUPATION: CEO at TORE Engineering, Almaty (Kazakhstan) 

 
Ms. Aizhan Dykanbayeva – Washington 2002 

 
INTERNSHIP: Funds were used to support this Bolashak Presidential Scholar at SAIS for 
two years 
 
CURRENT OCCUPATION: Chief Financial Officer, Downstream Division, Rompetrol 
Group , Bucharest (Romania) 
 

Mr. Eric Stephan – Bologna 2003, Washington 2004 
 
INTERNSHIP: United Nations Development Program, Baku (Azerbaijan) 
 
CURRENT OCCUPATION: Technical Advisor – Information and Knowledge 
Management – at FHI 360, Bangkok (Thailand) 

 
Mr. Josep Desquens – Bologna 2003, Washington 2004 

 
INTERNSHIP: United Nations Development Program, Biškek (Kyrgyzstan) 
 



 
 
 

CURRENT OCCUPATION: Head of Regional Office at the Kosovo Trust Agency, 
Pristina (Kosovo) 

 
Ms. Tracy Henrietta Gerstle – Washington 2005 

 
INTERNSHIP: Mercy Corps, Namangan (Uzbekistan) 
 
CURRENT OCCUPATION: Senior Director, Corporate Engagement at Catholic Relief 
Services, Washington D.C. 

 
Mr. Brian Carlson – Washington 2006, Nanjing 2009 

 
INTERNSHIP: Caspian Business News, Baku (Azerbaijan) 
 
CURRENT OCCUPATION: Ph.D Candidate, SAIS, Washington D.C. 

 
Mr. Scott Gaul – Washington 2006 

 
INTERNSHIP: Mercy Corps, Biškek (Kyrgyzstan) 
 
CURRENT OCCUPATION: Community Indicators Project Director at Hartford 
Foundation for Public Giving, Connecticut 

 
Ms. Briana Wilson – Washington 2006 

 
INTERNSHIP: Centro de Asesoria Laboral (CEDAL), Lima (Perù) 
 
CURRENT OCCUPATION: Senior Operations Officer, Social Protection and Labor at the 
World Bank, Washington D.C. 

 
Mr. Miles Wright – Washington 2006 

 
INTERNSHIP: US Embassy, Biškek (Kyrgyzstan) 
 
CURRENT OCCUPATION: Manager at Compass Corporate Housing Llc, Hingham 
(Massachusetts) 

 
Ms. Aviva Kutnick – Washington 2007 

 
INTERNSHIP: FINCA Azerbaijan, Baku (Azerbaijan) 
 
CURRENT OCCUPATION: Agriculture Officer at USAID, Dushanbe (Tajikistan) 
 

Mr. Stefano Palombo – Bologna 2007, Washington 2008 
 
INTERNSHIP: United Nations Development Program, Dushanbe (Tajikistan) 
 
CURRENT OCCUPATION: Associate – Structured Finance – Utilities at ING Capital 
LLC, New York 
 

Mr. Jeffrey Harner – Washington 2010 



 
 
 

 
INTERNSHIP: The Urban Institute Center on International Development and Governance, 
Dušanbe (Tajikistan) 
 
CURRENT OCCUPATION: Analyst at the US Government Accountability Office, 
Washington D.C. 
 

Ms. Anastasia Shegay – Bologna 2009, Washington 2012         
 
INTERNSHIP: Institute for New Democracies (IND), Tashkent (Uzbekistan) 
 
CURRENT OCCUPATION: Analyst at the World Bank, Wien (Austria) 

 
Mr. Robert Brewer – Bologna 2011, Washington 2012 

 
INTERNSHIP: US Embassy, Moscow (Russia) 
 
CURRENT OCCUPATION: Senior Consultant at Deloitte Consulting, Washington D.C. 

 
Ms. Jessica Lee – Bologna 2011, Washington 2012 

 
INTERNSHIP: US Embassy, Tbilisi (Georgia)  
 
CURRENT OCCUPATION: Economic Officer, U.S. Department of State, Washington 
D.C. 
 

Mr. Theodore Bunzel – Washington 2013, Stanford GSB 2013 
 

INTERNSHIP: US Embassy, Moscow (Russia)  
 
CURRENT OCCUPATION: BlackRock, New York 

 
Ms. Aanchal Anand – Washington 2013 

 
INTERNSHIP: Oxus International (NGO), Bishkek (Kyrgyzstan) 
 
CURRENT OCCUPATION: Junior Professional Associate, The World Bank, Washington 
D.C. 

 
Mr. Nicholas M. Wondra – Washington 2013 

 
INTERNSHIP: Eurasia Foundation of Central Asia, Dushanbe (Tajikistan) 
 
CURRENT OCCUPATION:  Eurasian Energy specialist, U. S. Department of Energy, 
Washington D.C. 
 

Ms. Tara Seethaler – Bologna 2012, Washington 2013 
 
INTERNSHIP: Booz Allen Hamilton, Tbilisi (Georgia) 
 



 
 
 

CURRENT OCCUPATION: Domestic Financing Associate, Clinton Health Access 
Initiative, Nairobi (Kenya) 

 
Ms. Christine Czolowski – Washington 2014 

 
INTERNSHIP: The Initiative Group of Independent Human Rights Defenders of 
Uzbekistan, Tashkent (Uzbekistan) 
 

Ms. Reneé Wynveen – Bologna 2013, Washington 2014 
 
INTERNSHIP: International Organization for Migration, Dushanbe (Tajikistan) 
 
CURRENT OCCUPATION: Project Reporting Officer , ACTED, Juba (South Sudan) 
 

Mr. Brock Bodine – Bologna 2014, Washington 2015 
 
INTERNSHIP: Carnegie Moscow Center, Moscow (Russia) 
 
CURRENT OCCUPATION: SAIS student in Washington D.C. 

 

Ms. Holly Deaton – Bologna 2014, Washington 2015 
 
INTERNSHIP: Russia Today – English Channel, Moscow (Russia) 
 
CURRENT OCCUPATION: SAIS student in Washington D.C. 

 
Mr. Robert Ian Hamilton – Bologna 2014, Washington 2015 

 
INTERNSHIP: United Nations Development Program, Almaty (Kazakhstan) 
 
CURRENT OCCUPATION: SAIS student in Washington D.C. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


