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Otto Schily is Member of the German Bundestag and a
founding member of the German Green Party. He has been
a Member of the Bundestag since 1983 and a member of

the Social Democratic Party (SPD) since 1989. From October 1998
to November 2005 he was Germany’s Federal Minister of the
Interior.

Between 1994 and 1998 he was Deputy Chairman of the SPD
Parliament Group; full member of the Mediation Committee, a
body that acts as an intermediary between the Bundestag and the
Bundesrat; full member of the Committee for the Election of
Judges; full member of the Committee for the Election of Judges at
the Federal Constitutional to be appointed by the German
Bundestag; substitute member of the Committee on Internal Affairs
and the Committee on Legal Affairs; and substitute member of the
Joint Committee.

From October 1993 until the end of 1994 he was Chairman of
the Committee of Inquiry into Treuhand Privatisation Agency,
which privatized the East German enterprises owned as public
property. He was Member of the Committee on Economic Affairs
and the Committee on the Environment, Nature Conservation and
Nuclear Safety from 1990 to 1994. From 1984 to 1986 he was a
member of the Committee of Inquiry into Party Donations.

Schily was born in Bochum in 1932. He studied law in Munich,
Hamburg and Berlin. He is married and has two daughters.
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The German Foreign Ministry established and continues to
support the Gerold von Braunmühl Memorial Lecture
Series in honor of a SAIS Bologna Center alumnus, who

was assassinated by terrorists on Oct. 10, 1986.
Von Braunmühl’s career carried him to the most senior posi-

tions in his country’s foreign ministry. At the time of his death, he
was Political Director, working closely with the Foreign Minister.

In the inaugural lecture in 1988, Germany’s Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Hans-Dietrich Genscher described von Braunmühl as one
of the “architects of German politics,” particularly of its Ostpolitik,
and “an outstanding example of historical experiences, the spiritu-
al stimuli and the political premise that govern the fate of our
nation and the course of German foreign policy.”

The ministry also established the Gerold von Braunmühl
Memorial Fellowship for a German student at the Bologna Center,
which the Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst and the
Bologna Center administer.

In addition to Hans-Dietrich Genscher, previous speakers and
their titles at the time of their lectures were: Alois Mock, Foreign
Minister of Austria and Bologna Center alumnus; Gèza Jeszenszky,
Foreign Minister of Hungary; Süleyman Demirel, former Prime
Minister and President of Turkey; Douglas Hurd, United Kingdom
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs; Jüri
Luik, Foreign Minister of Estonia; Susanna Agnelli, Foreign
Minister of Italy; Jacques Santer, President of the European
Commission; Marjorie Mowlam, M.P., United Kingdom, Secretary
of State for Northern Ireland; Miguel Nadal Segalà, Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs of Spain; and Klaus Kinkel, former
Deputy Chancellor; Foreign Minister of the Federal Republic of
Germany; and President Richard von Weizsäcker, Former President
of the German Federal Republic (1984–1994).  
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The Bologna Center expresses its gratitude to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Federal Republic of Germany for its support
of the Gerold von Braunmühl Memorial Lecture Series.

 


