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Melanie Snail is a dual French-American citizen from Silver Spring, Maryland. She
graduated with High Distinction from the University of Virginia in Charlottesville,
Virginia in 2013, double-majoring in both Middle Eastern Studies and International
Relations. During her time at UVA, she served as the Resident Advisor of the French
House from Fall 2010-Spring 2011, and was also admitted into the University of
Virginia’s highly-selective Distinguished Majors Program for Politics, for which
she wrote an award-winning 200-page thesis on the prospects of Algerian

democratization.

Melanie’s academic interests include energy security as it relates to international relations, Middle Eastern
political economy, as well as contemporary balances of power in the greater MENA region.

From 2013-2016, Melanie worked in the joint Executive Office of the Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs and
South and Central Asian Affairs at the U.S. Department of State, providing support to the U.S. mission in
Irag. She previously interned in this office in the summers of 2012 and 2013, and also completed an
internship in the U.S. House of Representatives as the Arab American Institute’s government intern.

Melanie is an avid traveler, having visited over 35 countries, including Turkey, Egypt, Jordan, Iraq, Qatar,
Oman, Lebanon, Sri Lanka, Brazil, and Colombia. She spent the Fall of 2011 in Cairo, studying abroad at
the American University in Cairo, and spent the first year of her master’s degree studying in Italy at SAIS’s
Bologna campus.

At SAIS, she was a Middle East Studies concentrator, also taking a keen interest in energy issues in that
region. During her time at SAIS she visited both Saudi Arabia, and Palestine and Israel as part of academic
trips. Melanie graduated with honors in May 2018 and will be joining the Dubai office of the Boston
Consulting Group in the fall.

Melanie speaks English and French fluently and conversational Spanish, Italian, and Arabic.



