
January 25, 2010 

Dear Classmates, 

 This February, our friend and classmate Sonja Valtasaari McHugh would have celebrated her 42nd 
birthday. It is with great sadness that we inform you that Sonja died this past April after a four year 
battle with breast cancer. Sonja faced her disease with courage and determination, in no small part 
because she wanted to be there for her loving husband Gregory and daughters Mia (7) and Liv (5). 
Today, we write to ask that you help us honor our remarkable friend and classmate as we approach 
the one year anniversary of her death.  

 After graduating from SAIS, Sonja returned to Europe but not to the comforts of Bologna. Instead, 
she chose to go to Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina where she helped re-establish civil society 
following the Balkan Wars.  In her distinguished career, Sonja assisted Sergio Vieira de Mello, at 
the UN’s Department of Peacekeeping Operations; worked for The Foundation for a Civil Society; 
served as a senior political analyst in Sarajevo; and democracy advisor for the United States Agency 
for International Development. All of this was challenging, adrenaline-producing work and Sonja 
thrived, bringing her poise, humor and focus to solving problems big and small.  

 When her daughters were born, Sonja left the workforce to devote her considerable energy to 
raising them. Along with Gregory, we encourage you to send your favorite memories of Sonja to 
Mia and Liv, so that they can know more about their mother who was taken from them too soon. 
You can contact Gregory at 5209 Flanders Avenue, Kensington, Maryland 20895 or 
mickhew@gmail.com. 

 We also ask you to help us establish a class initiative in Sonja’s memory through the Bologna 
Center’s Center for Constitutional Studies (a joint venture between the SAIS Bologna Center and 
the University of Bologna) focusing its activity in the Balkan region. More specifically, we would 
like to launch a “Sonja Valtasaari McHugh Seminar and Scholarship Program” to allow 
students from various countries in Central and Eastern Europe to attend the yearly CCSDD Summer 
School in Montenegro as well as to increase Bologna Center students awareness about former 
Yugoslavia by attracting two to three experts a year to talk to students and prepare them for the 
school’s field trip to Yugoslavia (which usually takes place between semesters in February each 
year).  The Summer School attracts every year approximately 35 students. The amount of a 
scholarship to cover board, lodging and course material for 6 days is $1,300 for each student. In 
addition, the Seminar Series needs some $3,000 a year to cover travel and accommodation for 
lecturers. 

 We would like to ask each one of you to participate in this project which will run initially over the 
next 3 years starting in the Summer 2010 through Summer 2012. At the time of our 20th class 
reunion in 2012 in Bologna, we will be able to evaluate the success of our initiative and discuss its 
future. Outright yearly gifts of any size will be put to immediate use in the year they are made. To 
secure continuation of the program over the next 3 years, we ask you to consider a minimum 
commitment of $1,500 payable over 3 years. Higher commitments are also welcome and payable 
over 3 years as well. These will secure larger support of the program.  

Our hope is that Sonja’s spirit and efforts abroad and at home will be remembered now and forever.  

Please send your pledge and your contribution today online at www.jhubc.it/onlinedonations or by 
following the enclosed instructions. 

Sincerely,   

Ilaya Rome Hopkins (ilayahopkins@verizon.net) 
Kate Felsen Di Pietro (kate.m.felsen@abc.com) 
Mary Crass Fenu (mary.crassfenu@gmail.com) 



 
January 2011 

 
Dear BC 92 Classmate, 
 
As we begin a new year, we extend our gratitude to all who have given so generously to the Sonja Valtasaari McHugh 
Seminar and Scholarship Program. To date, over 10% of our class, along with friends and family, has helped to launch 
this effort. We are over half way to achieving our goal of raising $25,000.  The list of donors is on the Class of 1992 
Initiative page of the Bologna Center (www.jhubc.it).  Help us reach our goal by sending in your contribution today.   
 
In 2010, the first year of the program, five students directly benefitted from scholarships to participate in the Center for 
Constitutional Studies and Democratic Development EU and Legal Reform Summer School in Igalo, Montenegro.  The 
program included the Sonja Valtasaari McHugh Seminar entitled “Diplomacy in Montenegro.”  
 
The next initiative by the Sonja Valtasaari McHugh Program will be a series of academic lectures offered by experts in 
the area to prepare students for their trip to the Balkans in February. Every year the CCSDD invites Bologna Center 
students and University of Bologna Faculty of Law students to participate in a three‐day study trip to Sarajevo, Bosnia‐
Herzegovina during the February semester recess. The aim of the study trip is to give students the opportunity to meet 
with representatives of organizations currently engaged in post‐conflict reconstruction, human rights issues and 
democratic development. It will show students some of the challenges involved in a real world post‐conflict situation.  
For details on the lectures and the study trip, visit www.CCSDD.org under Calendar of Events. 
 
February marks what would have been Sonja’s 43rd birthday and in April it will be the two year anniversary of her 
passing. We miss her and the purpose and dedication she brought to every endeavor in her professional and family life.  
It is heartwarming to see her spirit carried forward through this memorial fund and the students it serves.   
 
Again, if you have donated, thank you so much.  We hope to continue to grow the fund to offer deserving students 
opportunities to experience first‐hand this part of the world where Sonja spent much of her professional career.   
 
It is easy to make a donation at www.jhubc.it/onlinedonations.   
 
You can also send a check to: 
 
Johns Hopkins University Bologna Center, note: Sonja Valtasaari McHugh Fund 
c/o Ms. Clarissa Ronchi, Development Coordinator 
Via Belmeloro 11, 40126 Bologna, Italy  
 
If you have any questions, contact any of us or Clarissa Ronchi at the Bologna Center at cronchi@jhubc.it or 
+39/051/291/7821.  
 
We wish you well in the coming year and hope that you are already making plans to be in Bologna for our 20th class 
reunion in the spring of 2012. 
 
Grazie mille. A presto tutti, 
 
Ilaya Rome Hopkins 
ilayahopkins@verizon.net 
 
Kate Felsen DiPietro 
katefdp@gmail.com 
 
Mary Crass Fenu 
mary.crassfenu@gmail.com 


